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No Kill for Space
MNew Philosophy, New Policy Adopted in 2005

In fall 200% the Central Brevard Humane Socicty
Beard of Directors adopicd a pelicy that has signifi-
canily changed the crganization’s long-held open ad-
mission standard, a 30-plus-vear practice of acccpting
any sirey or owner-surrendered animal,

Lnil last fall, CBHS was the onlv olher open ad-
¢ mission shelicr i Brevard and, wnhike the County's

Amimal Care Centers m Melboume and Titusville, 15
4nnt funded through tex dollars. “Our funding comes
‘through donations, sdoption fees, product sales, fund-
craisers and our thrift shops,” said Executive Director Theresa
Cliftomn,

“It"s net for a lack of desire o care For stravs buf we were -
nancially overwhelmed by takmg care of so many. All these vears
we thought our open adnussion policy was helping animals by
providing a safe haven for them off the streets but we were acto-
ally remlorcing the ideas of animals” disposabilice, We have been
trapped by our good indentions. The Former open-door policy meant short-
changing adoptable animals becawse there 15 a holding penod for stravs, When
al capacity, we had to make room for strays that may or may nol be adoptable
alter their holding period by killing amimals we knew we could {ind homes for.
Deciding whao lives and who dics 15 a temble decision 1o force on stall who care
so very much abont every animal’s life.” smd Clifton,

“The Board decided that a sigmificant change i the wav we operate was in
order.” explamned Board President Teresa Munroe, Continred, p. 3
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“At Tirst we thought our financial situation wouldn't allow us to
accepd any stravs but we just couldn™t live with that decision, so the
new policy docs make allowances for stravs, as long as there 15
room. We hope that what we are domg proves to be a good compro-
mise for the animals and will be cnough to tum around our botiom
ling s0 that we can confinue to find forever homes for thousands of
homeless animals,”™ Munroe said.

“We know that our actions are adding to the burden at the north
and south animal care facibites,” added Munroe. “But our actions
arc not the reason so many dogs and cats are killed each vear in this
county. The rcason 15 that there are too many being bom cach vear
and there aren’t enough homes for them. We haled cuthamizing
healthy, adoptable animals solely because we didn™t have room to
hkouse them all, or the money to take proper care of them.

We are trving to Tocus the attention of Brevardians on the basic
problem of rresponsible pet owners whoe do not spav or neuter their
pets, and to begm to change a community atisinde that 1t's okay to
dispose of dogs and cats at will.”

For that day to come, there will need te be a concerted cffort by
all of Brevard’s animal welfare groups 1o keep promoting the mes-

saee of spaving and neutering and fghting commumiy apathy. #
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Coming Events

Listew to e Misie.. .

The Cemzal Brevard Hueman
Sockety Band performs  th
fourth weekend each montl
al the Frontense Flea Market

June 2o Paws of Disrinctio
FY - Come see our Fasheon
able  shelter  amimals st
Wseir =tudfT with the models o
Lo La Muodeling Agency
Bid oo clothes and su
CBHS, Call 321-636-3343
ext 207 for mose info,

diene 23 Lucky Paws Ca
aine Night - Join u= [or excit
ing chsino action aboard Stes
ling Casino Limes and hel)
raise funds for CBHS. A VI
Tiki Party will be hald befor
thee ship sets sail.  Afterward
sz wlha choose o cruis
will enpsy o slent auction
private deck parny and s
best gamdng this side of La
Wegas, Call 321-636-3343
ext 207 for more info.



